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Tather’s Article

A Journey to the Passion

The Lenten Season
is upon us and Holy
Week and Holy Pascha
is just around the cor-
ner. I would like to
begin this month with
an article explaining
the significance of
Holy Week and its
meaning to all of us as Orthodox
Christians.

Holy Week, which culminates in the
great Feast day of Easter Sunday, is the
yeast that leavens the bread we call
Christianity. It is the food that transfigures
the worldly man into the heavenly man. It
is the gateway which leads finite man into
infinity.

The meaning of Holy Week as any
one of the historic Christian traditions
gives purpose and relevancy to what
Christians call the New Testament.
Without Holy Week and its culmination of
Easter, or the Christian Passover, there is
no reason for the existence of the New
Testament. At the same time without Holy
Week and Easter many of the promises and
prophesies of what many call the Old
Testament remain vague and abstract.
Without the Christian interpretation, the
emnity between the seed of the serpent and
the seed of the woman in Genesis would
mean little. The 215t Psalm to which Jesus
alluded when He said, “My God, my God,
why hast thou forsaken me,” as He hung
on the Cross, would have no significance.
The prophet Isaiah’s prophesies concern-
ing the birth of one, in the ninth chapter of
his book, who was to be called Emmanuel,

as well as his description in the fifty-third
chapter of the suffering servant, would
have no relationship. The prophet
Ezekiel’s narration of the valley of dry
bones and their coming to life again would
mean nothing if there were no resurrection
of Jesus. If the Old Testament, moreover, is
a most vital part of Christian tradition, it is
because of the New Testament. Holy
Week, then, and Easter are a direct conse-
quence of Holy Scripture,

With the existence of Holy Week and
the different thought currents that run
through it there is a definite hope for a
future Messianic age; there is a belief in
the permanence of God's creation; there is
an expectation in the heart of the believer
of the ultimate triumph of justice and
righteousness over evil,

Christianity owes all this to the Jewish
nation. For the Christian nation looks upon

Israel as the model, the prototype of the
cause of its existence. This, of necessity,
includes the heart and mind of Christianity
which are Holy Week and Easter. Without
the Jewish Passover there would be no
Christian Pascha and Easter. Without the
forty-year sojourn of the Israclites through
he wilderness of Sinai, there would be no
forty-day Lenten period.

Passover for the Jewish people means
a new life and new-found freedom. After
living for 400 years in the land of slavery
and death which the land of the pharachs
symbolized. God opened a way for His
people to be released from this dark exis-
tence and to follow His light to the land of
milk and honey, the land that promised
them life and freedom.

Christianity accepts this historic
account of the Jewish people as Her basis
for setting the theme for Her most impor-
tant celebration. For Christianity takes
Jesus whom She calls the Christ and looks
to Him as the Way and the Light. He leads
Her people out of hopelessness and dark-
ness of this present life which can only end
in death, and takes them into the promised
land of holiness and the eternal life.

In order for the Christian believer to
accomplish this, he is expected to reflect
upon himself, his purpose in life, the
direction toward which he sees himself
going; and to combine this with his rela-
tionship to his fellow man and to his God.
By doing this throughout the Lenten peri-
od, and by recalling the final events in the
earthly life of Jesus Christ during Holy
Week, he then can come to the true signif-
icance of Christ's death on the Cross.







